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The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 40.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.
Cloture not having been invoked,
under the previous order, the veto mes-
sage on S.J. Res. 22 is indefinitely post-
poned.
The Senator from Kansas.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. ROBERTS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

————

43RD ANNIVERSARY OF ROE V.
WADE DECISION

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President,
thank you to my colleagues who are
joining me here today and so many
other efforts to stand up for women.
The 43rd anniversary of the Supreme
Court’s historic ruling in Roe v. Wade
is tomorrow. This is an important time
to remember how much this decision
has meant for women’s equality, oppor-
tunity, and health, why it is so impor-
tant we continue defending the hard-
won gains that women have made, and
why we need to keep pushing for con-
tinued progress.

For anyone who supports a woman’s
constitutionally protected right to
make her own health care choices, this
has been a tough and trying Congress.
To be honest, at the beginning of 2015,
I gave my Republican colleagues the
benefit of the doubt. I hoped that in
the majority, they might focus more
on governing and less on trying to get
in between a woman and her rights.
Unfortunately, that didn’t last long.

Since this Congress began, more than
80 bills have been introduced in Con-
gress that would undermine a woman’s
constitutionally protected right to
make her own choices about her own
body. The House and Senate have voted
a total of 20 times on legislation to roll
back women’s health and rights.

That is not all. Republicans have
pushed budget proposals that would
dismantle the Affordable Care Act.
After a summer of using deceptive,
highly edited videos to discredit
Planned Parenthood and try to take
away health care services that one in
five women rely on over their life-
times, the House has doubled down by
launching a special investigative com-
mittee to keep up the political attacks.
Of course similar efforts to undermine
women’s constitutionally protected
health care rights are underway across
the country.

Nowhere is that clearer than in
Texas, where an extreme anti-abortion
law could force 75 percent of the clinics

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

statewide to close. If that law stands,
900,000 women of child-bearing age will
have to drive as far as 300 miles round
trip to get the health care they need.
To be clear, a right means nothing
without the ability to exercise that
right. Laws like HB2 in Texas and
many others like it across the country,
driven by extreme conservative efforts
to undermine women’s access to care,
are without question getting in be-
tween women and their rights, espe-
cially the rights of women who can’t
afford to take off work and drive hun-

dreds of miles just to get health care.
Later this year, the Supreme Court

will decide whether to uphold Texas’s
extreme anti-abortion law. In doing so,
they will decide whether women can
act on the rights they are afforded in
the Constitution. This law puts wom-
en’s lives at risk. It is the biggest
threat to women’s constitutional
rights in over a decade. That is why I
am working with many of my Demo-
cratic colleagues to call on the Su-
preme Court to uphold Roe v. Wade and
protect a woman’s right to make her
own health care decisions.

Today, as we head into a year that is
absolutely critical for women, I have a
message for those who want to turn
back the clock. Those efforts to under-
mine women’s health care are nothing
new. Women have been fighting them
for generations, and we are going to
keep fighting back today. We are not
going to go back to the days when be-
cause women had less control over
their own bodies, they had less equal-
ity and less opportunity.

As we defend the progress we have
made, we will keep pushing for more,
from continuing to expand access so
that where a woman lives doesn’t de-
termine what health care she can get
to expanding access to affordable birth
control and family planning, to fight-
ing back against domestic violence and
sexual assault, which disproportion-
ately impacts women.

We are going to keep pushing for
progress because we believe strongly
that the next generation of women—
our daughters and our grand-
daughters—should have stronger rights
and more opportunity, not less.

My colleagues and I in the Senate are

going to keep working hard every day
to bring women’s voices to the Senate
floor and show that when women are
stronger, our country is stronger. Let’s
keep up the fight.
e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, Roe v.
Wade became law of the land 43 years
ago, taking women out of the back
alleys and promising them the funda-
mental right to make their own
choices about their health care and
their futures.

As we mark this milestone, the GOP
and their extreme allies are doing ev-
erything in their power to take away
that promise. Since 2010, States have
passed 288 new laws that are designed
to place barrier upon barrier between
women and their critical health care.
These laws have piled on outrageous
requirements for clinics, providers and
the women they serve—making it hard-
er for women to get the care they need.
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Texas’s extreme law, HB2, is no dif-
ferent. The Supreme Court recently
agreed to hear Whole Women’s Health
v. Cole, a case challenging HB2, which
is designed to close health clinics that
provide safe, legal abortions. Its pro-
ponents claim to be protecting women.
In what universe is it ‘‘protecting”
women by making it harder for them
to access critical health care?

The answer, of course, is it’s not.

This law targets women’s health care
providers with intentionally burden-
some requirements such as mandating
that physicians gain admitting privi-
leges at hospitals within a 30-mile ra-
dius of where they practice—a provi-
sion that has already forced more than
half the clinics in Texas to close.

And let’s be clear: that is their goal—
to shut down clinics and deny rights. If
HB2 is upheld, it would reduce the
number of providers from 40 to 10. Ten
clinics for the second largest State in
the country. This would force women
to travel for hours or even to another
State for care.

That is exactly what happened to
Austin resident Marni, who was forced
to fly to Seattle when her procedure
was cancelled the night before it was
scheduled because the clinic was forced
to immediately discontinue providing
these services after HB2 took effect.
Muni said her first reaction was ‘‘to
feel like my rights were being taken
away from me, to feel very dis-
appointed that elected officials had the
ability to make decisions about my and
my fiancé’s life.”

In some cases, forcing women to
delay or cancel procedures could en-
danger their health and lives.

Vikki is a diabetic who discovered
months into her pregnancy that the
fetus she was carrying suffered from
several major anomalies and had no
chance of survival. Because of Vikki’s
diabetes, her doctor determined that
induced labor and Caesarian section
were both riskier procedures for Vikki
than an abortion. Fortunately, Vikki
lived in a State where she was able to
have the procedure she needed to pro-
tect her life and ensure she could have
children in the future.

But GOP-led state legislatures are
doing everything they can to pass laws
designed to deny care to women like
VikKki. There are currently laws across
the country to: Ban abortions; Restrict
the use of the abortion pill; Ban the
use of telemedicine—which allows doc-
tors to treat patients who live far away
or in rural areas and prescribe abortion
medication; Require women to wait a
certain time between their first doc-
tor’s visit and their procedure; and Re-
quire women go through mandatory
counseling and even require an
ultrasound in which medical personnel
describe the image of the fetus to the
patient.

This crusade is also about denying
access to family planning. Yes, in the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-22T08:38:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




